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A few islands of safety in a double dipping national housing market are found in the South 

and Midwest.

Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson says these areas "never had the 

inflammatory price bubble in 2005-06, so they simply haven't had 

the dramatic price deflation or foreclosure crisis experienced in 

other parts of the country."

San Francisco also makes the list based on strong secular 

trends.

Trulia picked the top markets based on affordability and trends in 

job growth and migration.
 

Austin, Texas

Families who can afford a home: 73.9%

2000-2010 job growth: 14.1%

2000-2009 net migration: 51.2%

Why Austin is unique: Austin’s high-tech and 

university-driven culture; rapid job growth (also in the 

tech-sector); and relatively affordable housing makes it 

attractive to a diverse set of relocating households.

Home you can buy right now: $3.9 million lakeside 

five-bedroom, reduced from $5.2 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home 

Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job data and Census migration data. Commentary by 

Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson. 

Madison, Wisc.

Families who can afford a home: 75.6%

2000-2010 job growth: NA

2000-2009 net migration: NA
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Why Madison is unique: Madison’s tech and life 

sciences sectors are growing, adding jobs to its already

-robust employment market. Madison home prices 

actually rose in 2010, despite the recession, as its 

highly educated population took advantage of 

affordable home prices and low rates.

Home you can buy right now: $1.8 million lakeside 

four bedroom, reduced from $2.5 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home 

Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group 

job data and Census migration data. Commentary by 

Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Raleigh-Durham, N.C.

Families who can afford a home: 73.1%

2000-2010 job growth: 13.5%

2000-2009 net migration: 236.7%

Why Raleigh-Durham is unique: In Raleigh-Durham, 

the story is about technology: the renowned Research 

Triangle is becoming a flourishing center for tech 

companies who need an educated workforce and are 

drawn to costs of doing business and living that are far 

below those of Silicon Valley.

Home you can buy right now: $2.3 European-style 

five bedroom, reduced from $2.7 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

San Antonio, Texas

Families who can afford a home: 68.7%

2000-2010 job growth: 11.4%

2000-2009 net migration: 102.1%

Why San Antonio is unique: San Antonio has several 

factors that put it on the list, among them, its growing 

military and manufacturing sectors, which are keeping 

pace with its rapid population growth – 21% just in 

2009. 

Home you can buy right now: $2.7 million brand new 

four bedroom, reduced from $3.1 million
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Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Des Moines, Iowa

Families who can afford a home: NA

2000-2010 job growth: 7.8%

2000-2009 net migration: 63.6%

Why Des Moines is unique: Forbes recently named 

Des Moines its #1 place in America for business and 

careers; Newsweek called out its “surging agricultural 

sector and strength in the business services segment.”  

On top of plentiful jobs, DesMoines boasts highly 

affordable home prices and attractive levels of crime 

(low) and education (high), which will continue to cause 

people to move and buy homes there in 2011.

Home you can buy right now: $1.3 million Tudo-style nine bedroom, reduced from $1.5 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Salt Lake City, Utah

Families who can afford a home: 74.3%

2000-2010 job growth: 5.8%

2000-2009 net migration: 9.2%

Why Salt Lake City is unique: In the Salt Lake City 

area, the story is largely about technology – locations 

recently opened there by eBay, Twitter, Oracle and EA 

Sports, as well as a massive plant planned by Adobe, 

are turning this region into a mini-Silicon Valley, 

growing jobs, population and – soon – home values.

Home you can buy right now: $1.6 million modern 

four bedroom, reduced from $1.7 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Fort Collins, Colo.

Families who can afford a home: 78.0%

2000-2010 job growth: 11.7%
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2000-2009 net migration: NA 

Why Fort Collins is unique: Fort Collins, a college 

town, will grow both jobs and population over the next 

year, continuing the trajectory it’s been on for the last 

decade.  Low crime, high education rate, and low cost 

of doing business have caused Fort Collins to attract 

attention as a city likely to come out of the recession 

unscathed.

Home you can buy right now: $1.9 million mountain 

and lakeside six bedroom, reduced from $2.4 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Omaha, Neb.

Families who can afford a home: NA

2000-2010 job growth: 14.1%

2000-2009 net migration: 51.2%

Why Omaha is unique: Omaha’s low unemployment 

rate derives from its status as a major economic hub for 

the Midwestern region.  Its home prices have stayed 

steady through the recession, owing to the fact that it 

never saw the inflation of the bubble era.  In Omaha, it 

seems to be steady as she goes.

Home you can buy right now: $950,000 five 

bedroom, reduced from $1.1 million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Oklahoma City, Okla.

Families who can afford a home: 80.1%

2000-2010 job growth: 4.9%

2000-2009 net migration: 37.8%

Why Oklahoma City is unique: Oklahoma City has 

been called “recession-proof” by Forbes, NPR and USA 

Today – Newsweek pointed to growth in OKC’s energy 

and aerospace sectors as keeping unemployment rates 

low and attracting a growing workforce into the city.  

These are the people we predict will buy homes there, 
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over coming years – especially given how utterly affordable OKC homes are, relative to the national 

average.

Home you can buy right now: $900,000 four bedroom, reduced from $950,000

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

San Francisco, Calif.

Families who can afford a home: 28.0%

2000-2010 job growth: NA

2000-2009 net migration: NA

Why San Francisco is unique: Affluent San Francisco 

households will spend what it takes to own (vs. rent) 

their homes regardless of the market climate, but next 

year SF will also see job growth in tech and life science 

sectors – where employees earn incomes high enough 

to afford pricey SF homes.   

Prices have risen by 17% since their trough in 

February, 2009,  yet many who can afford to buy still 

perceive homes as relatively affordable compared with their May 2006 peak.

Home you can buy right now: $3.2 million for a three bedroom architectural gem, reduced from $3.9 

million

Data from Trulia uses National Assoc. of Home Builders affordability estimates, Praxis Strategy Group job 

data and Census migration data. Commentary by Trulia's Tara-Nicholle Nelson.

Now here's the markets you should definitely avoid...

Here Are The Markets That Will Fall The Most By 2012 
>

Tags: Features, Real Estate, Housing | Get Alerts for these topics » 
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Flag as Offensive 

Cintra on Dec 20, 3:25 PM said: 

Why is Denver pictured if it's not on the list? 

1 0

Reply

Flag as Offensive 

Brent on Dec 20, 4:03 PM said: 

@Cintra: People on the coasts think that Ft. Collins is a Denver suburb.  
 
Denver and Ft. Collins have had huge foreclosure and home price depreciation. Adams County is a prime example and is located between the two cities. 

1 1

Reply

Flag as Offensive 

Random Hippy on Dec 20, 9:20 PM said: 

"Thrive"? Meaning values falling less than another 50%? OK, it's all relative I guess. 

1 1

Reply

Flag as Offensive 

realestate chennai (URL) on Dec 20, 11:32 PM said: 

nice job...i like to more about real estate what' s that..please tell me...i am waiting for know about this..because it's fastest growing 
industry in India.  
http://www.realestateforay.com/ 

1 0

Reply

Flag as Offensive 

sidney on Dec 21, 10:04 AM said: 0 0
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apparently Trulia forgot that there is more to Earth than the USA... 
my guess is that real estate in southeast Asia and India will do pretty well too. 

Reply

Flag as Offensive 

MTD on Dec 31, 10:16 AM said: 

Fort Collins has not had a huge foreclosure problem. Further, it is not a suburb of Denver. In fact, it is a good one hour drive north by 
car. Calling Fort Collins a suburb of Denver is like calling Boulder a suburb- as it is closer to Denver than Fort Collins. We are our own 
town and proud of it. 

0 0

Reply
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