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When it comes to growth opportunities, 

Oklahomans have always had a knack for 

outpacing the competition. In 1889, settlers 

known as Sooners, jumped the gun to stake claims in the 

newly-opened territory. By the end of the land run’s fi rst 

day, Oklahoma City had been founded with a population 

of more than 10,000.

Today, it’s Oklahoma City’s tremendous economic growth 

that’s making headlines, exceeding that of several cities 

and entire states – and even the nation as a whole. 

Between 2001 and 2005, the city’s Gross Metropolitan 

Product (GMP) grew by 33 percent, surpassing Kansas 

City, Omaha, Nashville, and San Antonio. Oklahoma City’s 

GMP also exceeded the Gross State Product (GSP) of 

Alaska, South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and North 

Dakota. For added perspective, the nation’s economy 

grew only 23 percent during the same period.

“These numbers truly refl ect how our economy continues 

to expand,” said Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of 

Commerce President and CEO Roy H. Williams. “They 

help paint the picture of Oklahoma City’s present success 

and dynamic future potential.”

While Oklahoma City has been traditionally known for 

energy and agriculture, a wide range of industry sectors 

make signifi cant contributions to Oklahoma City’s GMP 

including: 

“Oklahoma City’s economic success can be attributed 

to its diverse economy,” 

Williams said. “And we’ve 

established a strong 

foundation for the next 

stage of growth this 

city is on the verge of 

experiencing.”

Oklahoma City has 

also seen tremendous 

growth in employment, 

more than doubling 

the national rate. Total 

nonfarm employment 

grew a remarkable 3.1 

percent from June 2006 to June 2007, with the addition 

of 17,700 jobs. Nationally, employment grew at a 

seasonally adjusted rate of only 1.5 percent during the 

same period.

“The news is good,” Williams said. “We are growing in 

several areas of our economy. And, with much to look 

forward to on the horizon, including the return of the 

Big 12 Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championships 

in 2009, the U.S. Conference of Mayors in 2010, and 

the continued development of downtown, I anticipate the 

good news will continue.”

OKLAHOMA CITY OUTPACES THE NATION IN GROWTH

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities  ..................20.9 %

Professional and Business Services  ................11.9 %

Government  ..................................................11.2 % 

Manufacturing  ...............................................10.3 %

Financial Activities  .........................................10.7 %

Education and Health Services  .......................10.0 %

Natural Resouces and Mining .............................7.9%

Information  ......................................................5.3%

Leisure and Hospitality  ......................................5.0%

Construction  ....................................................4.4%

Other Services  .................................................2.3%

Oklahoma City’s GMP
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Robin Roberts 
Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber

NON-STOP FLIGHTS
Oklahoma City’s accessibility just got better, with 

the addition of nine new nonstop fl ights from Will 

Rogers World Airport to destinations across the 

country.

Catering to the city’s accessibility, Continental Airlines 

recently launched new route to its Cleveland hub. Will 

Rogers World Airport will now serve 26 different cities 

(and 29 different airports) with nonstop service.

Other airlines have also increased nonstop service to 

other cities by more than 10 percent during the past 

three years. Sharing a part in Oklahoma City’s growing 

economy, the newly launched airlines, ExpressJet, serves 

nonstop fl ights to Albuquerque, Austin, Los Angeles/

Ontario, San Diego, San Antonio and Sacramento.

In addition to the service to Los Angeles launched last fall 

by United Airlines, Delta Airlines began nonstop service 

from Oklahoma City to Los Angeles in September.

“Nonstop service to Los Angeles has been one of the 

most requested routes by Oklahoma City travelers,” 

says airport director Mark Kranenburg. “We are glad 

Delta Airlines continues to recognize Los Angeles as 

an important destination for our community. This fl ight 

not only provides more options to our travelers but 

also contributes to the overall growth of the airport and 

Oklahoma City.”

Southwest Airlines has also added two daily nonstop 

fl ights to Denver.

Oklahoma City is an easy place to live – quick 

commutes, good weather, friendly people, 

affordable housing – all of which makes the 

city an attractive candidate for businesses looking to 

relocate, expand and develop.

The Oklahoma Site Ready Program, 

launched in 2006 by the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce (ODOC), is 

among the fi rst of its kind in the nation. Site 

selectors are assured the following:

• Certifi ed sites are available immediately for sale or 

lease.

• Certifi ed sites are ready to build on with all utilities in 

place or pre-permitted and planned.

• Certifi ed sites are clear of regulatory issues. 

• Site Ready means having comprehensive data, 

including a site and community profi le, available to aide 

site selectors in their search for the right location.

Currently, there are 20 certifi ed Site Ready locations 

in the state. Most recently the Greater Oklahoma City 

Chamber led the certifi cation effort for the 44th Street 

Business Park.

“Being proactive and becoming site ready is a 

huge advantage,” said David Thompson of The 

Oklahoma Publishing Company and Chamber 

vice chair of Economic Development. “This 

process guarantees an incoming business that 

the site is ready for construction.”

Detailed site- and community-specifi c information, such 

as proximity to major transportation routes, work force 

statistics, utilities, cost of living details, profi les of 

nearby communities and available business incentives 

are available on ODOC’s Web site at www.Okcommerce.

gov/siteready.

SITE READY PROGRAM

Nonstop destinations include:
• Albuquerque

• Atlanta

• Austin

• Baltimore/Washington International

• Chicago O’Hare

• Cincinnati

• Cleveland

• Dallas Love Field

• Dallas/Ft. Worth

• Denver

• Detroit

• Houston Hobby

• Houston Intercontinental

• Kansas City

• Las Vegas

• Los Angeles

• Los Angeles/Ontario

• Memphis

• Minneapolis

• New York/Newark

• Phoenix

• Sacramento

• Salt Lake City

• San Antonio

• San Diego

• St. Louis

• Washington, D.C./Dulles 

International
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SCHOOL BOND PASSES BY 78 PERCENT
Recently, Oklahoma City voters made another strong 

commitment to the city’s future when they overwhelmingly 

approved the $248.3 million “Yes for Kids!” bond package.

Passage of the new bond will continue the momentum created 

by “MAPS for Kids,” said Cliff Hudson, chairman of the 

Oklahoma City School Board. “It’s great for our children and 

it’s also great for our city.”

Voters passed, by 78 percent, four propositions that will 

improve facilities, technology, transportation, and security in 

the Oklahoma City School District. Once the “MAPS for Kids” 

bonds are retired, the new bonds will be issued and taxes will 

not be raised.

This measure follows the “MAPS for Kids” bond issue, which 

passed six years ago. It previously funded the construction of 

three new high schools, one new elementary school, and more 

than 30 renovation projects. Since then, test scores have 

improved and the district has regularly received clean fi nancial 

audits.

“We’ve shown the taxpayers their public dollars will be spent 

very wisely to the overall betterment of the community,” said 

Roy H. Williams, President and CEO of the Greater Oklahoma 

City Chamber of Commerce, who took a lead role in the 

campaign to pass the measure.

Not only will the passage of the bond promise construction 

and enhancements for Oklahoma City Public Schools, the new 

bonds will also ensure that the future workforce of Oklahoma 

City gets quality education.

It’s no secret that a key to any company’s success 

is the quality of its employees. But with low 

unemployment across the country, good workers can 

be hard to fi nd. That’s not the case, luckily, in Oklahoma 

City, which has a high-quality labor force of more than 

1.25 million.

COLLEGE GRADUATES
With more than 120,000 students in area colleges, 

Oklahoma City educates as many people as cities 

such as Boston and Philadelphia. These students are 

poised to become Oklahoma City’s future workforce. 

In addition, many seek full-time, part-time, or seasonal 

employment while in school.

UNDEREMPLOYED
Approximately 56,000 workers currently employed in 

Oklahoma City do not utilize their education or skills, 

and are eager to work in a fi eld where they can use 

their training.

EXITING MILITARY PERSONNEL
With Tinker Air Force Base, the largest in the country, 

Oklahoma City remains home to approximately 2,000 

exiting military personnel each year. These workers 

are skilled in various disciplines, including production, 

technology, management, computers, and electronics.

SPOUSES OF MILITARY PERSONNEL
More than 6,000 spouses of military personnel are 

available for full- or part-time work. Most have at least 

two years of college and/or experience in the shared 

services or customer service industries.

RETIRING WORKERS
An AARP survey found that eight out of 10 baby 

boomers plan to work at least part-time during their 

retirement. Because of the affordable cost of living 

in Oklahoma City, a large percentage of retirees will 

remain here and be available to rejoin the work force.

NEW WORKING-AGE RESIDENTS
Since 1991, Oklahoma City’s labor force has also grown 

by an average of more than 7,400 new working-age 

residents each year. These workers bring production, 

technological, managerial, and offi ce skills to the labor 

force.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Oklahoma City’s labor force is a prime reason the region 

is ideal for business relocations and expansions. For 

more information, contact Robin Roberts at rroberts@

okcchamber.com or (405) 297-8900.

PROFILE OF GREATER OKC’S LABOR FORCE
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EXPANSION ANNOUNCEMENTS
Business continues to boom in the Greater 

Oklahoma City metropolitan area, with three 

companies embarking recently on major 

expansions.

“Oklahoma City’s low cost of doing business, coupled 

with an outstanding quality of life, makes us the smart 

choice for companies looking to succeed in today’s 

competitive marketplace,” said Oklahoma City Mayor 

Mick Cornett.

•  Affi nia Group Inc., a global leader in the on- and off-

highway automotive replacement products and service 

industry, will expand its business in Oklahoma City by 

closing its Mishawaka, Indiana plant and consolidating 

its chassis products manufacturing and packaging 

operations. 

The merge, which will be completed in June 2008, 

will bring warehouse and distribution capacity to 

Oklahoma City and add a total of 154 new jobs to the 

local operation. Affi nia plans to invest $3.2 million in 

the expansion and consolidation, including building 

renovations, equipment, and transfer costs.

•  

Myriad Systems Inc. (MSI) broke ground recently on a 

20,000-square-foot expansion. MSI, which started as a 

traditional print and mail house, has broadened its focus 

by also becoming a high-tech provider of Web-based 

document imaging services for the fi nancial industry.

“Growth in our Web-based solutions, imaging, and data 

archive, and electronic statement division has exceeded 

our expectations,” said Shaun Riney, president of MSI.

The company’s expansion into the document imaging 

business complements its traditional strengths, 

making it the only company with 100 percent Internet 

outsourcing capability, as well as print and mail.

•  Oklahoma Technology and Research Park in 

Stillwater is planning a new 46,000-square-foot multi-

tenant building. The facility will provide offi ce and lab 

space to industry partners of Oklahoma State University 

interested in collaborative research and development of 

new products and businesses.

Venture II is being developed by IDEA Partnerships and 

will be located across from the 36,000-square-foot 

Venture I.

Collaborative relationships between the university and 

private technology companies are important for the 

area’s economy, according to Stephen McKeever, OSU 

vice president for research and technology transfer, to 

help create new products and companies.
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Larry Nichols
Chairman & CEO
Devon Energy Corp.

BEST JOB GROWTH
Where’s the best place in the 

United States to fi nd a job? 

Most people assume it’s 

one of the big cities on the coasts 

– New York City, San Francisco, 

Washington, D.C. The truth, 

according to FORBES magazine, 

is that recent college graduates 

who are ready to jump-starting 

their careers should head for the 

Heartland. 

For the second consecutive year, 

Oklahoma City ranked in the top ten 

best cities to fi nd a job (out of 100 

metropolitan areas in the country). 

Oklahoma City competed against 

some impressive heavyweight 

contenders—with San Francisco at 

#31, Washington, D.C. at #32, and 

New York City at #63.

To compile the rankings, FORBES 

used fi ve data points, weighted 

equally: unemployment rate, job 

growth, income growth, median 

household income, and cost of living.

For the second consecutive year 

now, Oklahoma City has made 

FORBES’ Best Job Growth list. Tulsa, 

the city’s neighbor 100 miles to 

the northeast, was new to the list, 

making Oklahoma and Florida the 

only states with more than one city in 

the top ten.

1. SALT LAKE CITY, UT

2. RALEIGH, NC

3. PHOENIX, AZ

4. JACKSONVILLE, FL

5. ORLANDO, FL

6. TULSA, OK

7. AUSTIN, TX

8. ALBUQUERQUE, NM

9. WICHITA, KS

10. OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

FORBES TOP TEN CITIES 
FOR JOBS

The Oklahoma Medical 

Research Foundation 

(OMRF) – one of the leading 

independent medical research 

institutes in the nation – recently 

announced a development that could 

have profound implications for the 

next half a century, and beyond. A 

drug to treat Alzheimer’s disease, 

developed by Dr. Jordan Tang, was 

approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration for Phase I testing in 

human clinical trials.

“This is probably the biggest thrill a 

scientist can have,” Tang said, “to 

see his work on its way to treat and 

help people. Researchers live for 

moments like these, because they’re 

so far and few between.”

The molecule beta-secretase inhibitor 

CTS-21166 could drastically reduce 

the impact of Alzheimer’s, a disease 

that affects one in eight Americans 

over the age of 65, and half of 

Americans over 85.

“This drug shows incredible 

promise,” said Mark Fried, regional 

director of the Central Oklahoma 

Alzheimer’s Association. “We’ve 

always felt fortunate to have the 

quality of researchers here in our 

own backyard. That constantly is 

proven.”

Chartered in 1946, OMRF continues 

to have a profound record for 

developing medications and is 

home to some of world’s leading 

biomedical researchers.

DISCOVERIES EMERGE IN ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH
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Located in the heart of the Southern Plains, 

Oklahoma City is not exactly renowned for 

beaches or coastlines. However, the Oklahoma 

River one body of water that’s attracting national 

attention as a world-class sports venue.

Last fall, the USA Canoe/Kayak committee announced 

that the 2008 U.S. Olympic team trials for Sprint 

Canoe/Kayak will be held in Oklahoma City in April. 

Nearly 100 elite paddlers from across the United 

States are expected to compete in the three-day trials 

competition, which will determine the ranking of sprint 

athletes hoping to compete for the United States in the 

2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

The Olympic trials will take place on the Oklahoma River 

championship course at the state-of-the-art Chesapeake 

Boathouse. The boathouse will then host the 2008 USA 

Canoe/Kayak Nationals in August.

“Our athletes are extremely excited about competing 

in Oklahoma City,” said David Yarborough, Executive 

Director of USA Canoe/Kayak. “From an athlete’s 

perspective the course itself is exceptional. And like 

the major European venues, Oklahoma City’s is in 

a dynamic urban center, making it easy to view the 

sport.”

The Olympic trials announcement followed on the heels 

of Oklahoma City University’s Head of the Oklahoma 

Regatta, one of the largest fall races in the nation, 

attracted more than 800 athletes from more than 400 

collegiate and community rowing clubs. And the USA 

Rowing World Challenge included top international 

rowing talent from the most competitive teams in the 

world as they prepared for the 2008 Olympic Games.

“Oklahoma City is quickly becoming recognized as a 

premier venue for water sports both regionally and 

nationally - and we’re starting to attract international 

attention,” said Mike Knopp, Executive Director of the 

Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation. “The Oklahoma 

River offers a sheltered race course for both distance 

and sprint events, and the proximity to Bricktown 

means you’re within walking distance of hotels and 

restaurants. Add Oklahoma City’s legendary hospitality 

to the mix and it’s easy to see why teams are eager to 

race here.”
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THE OKLAHOMA RIVER: AN NATIONAL SPORTS VENUE

Oklahoma City has always had a rich, diverse 

musical tradition. Recently Mayor Mick 

Cornett honored three local legends – from 

the worlds of jazz, country, and rock – by renaming 

two streets and one alley in the entertainment 

district of Bricktown.

Charlie Christian Avenue is 

named for the Oklahoma City 

jazz guitarist who is one of a 

handful of Oklahomans in the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame. Christian 

(1916-1942) grew up in the Deep 

Deuce area of Oklahoma City and 

became a key player in the evolution of the electric 

guitar. Every year Bricktown is the site of the Charlie 

Christian International Jazz Festival.

Vince Gill Avenue honors the 

internationally-celebrated country 

music star born in Norman, 

Oklahoma. Gill, who has sold 

more than 22 million albums, has 

won multiple Grammy and CMA 

awards, and co-wrote Oklahoma’s 

Centennial anthem, “Oklahoma Rising.” Next year, 

he will become a member of the Country Music Hall 

of Fame.

Flaming Lips Alley pays tribute to the critically-

acclaimed, Grammy-winning rock band. Group 

members Wayne Coyne and Michael Ivins grew up 

in Oklahoma City. Known for groundbreaking albums 

and elaborate stage shows, the Lips have sustained 

the kind of long, successful, and infl uential career 

that is rare in the contemporary rock world. 

Currently, Coyne and band mate Stephen Drozd still 

reside here.

MUSIC LEGENDS 
HONORED
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Oklahoma City has more than its fair share of 

successful entrepreneurs. Below, a few of them 

explain what makes the metro such a good place 

to start and grow a business.

DAVID BOX, OWNER OF BOX TALENT AGENCY
Box Talent Agency does agent or promotional work for 

such internationally-recognized acts as Toby Keith, The 

Black Crowes, Dr. Dre, and the Dave Matthews Band, just 

to name a few.

When I started my business 20 years ago I always had 

the feeling that people were cheering for me to succeed. 

I believe the culture of Oklahoma City is the same today 

and with the low cost of doing business here, people are 

prone to give you a chance. Box Talent does business 

in almost every state, but the people of Oklahoma are 

always the best to work with, treat us fair, and have a 

great time.

CHAD RICHISON, CEO OF PAYCOM
Paycom, the fastest growing web-based payroll system 

in the country, has offi ces in Tulsa, Dallas, New Orleans 

and Denver. The company’s corporate headquarters are 

in Oklahoma City.

There are several factors, including easy commutes, 

quality of life, value of the dollar, great schools, 

entertainment, etc. But I think that Oklahoma’s best 

resource is the same thing that makes it a great place to 

start and grow a business. It’s the people—h ard working 

and honest—which is very important to any business 

regardless of the industry.

MICHAEL MORADI, FOUNDER AND MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF VENTURE DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATES, LLC
Venture Development Associates is a specialized 

technology commercialization fi rm that provides business 

development, merger and acquisition advisory, and 

related fi nancial services to help drive the growth of early-

stage companies.

Oklahoma City has a vibrant and focused technology 

venture community. There are pockets of activity at 

Presbyterian Health Foundation and the University of 

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center for the life sciences. 

Norman 

has 

become 

a central 

location 

for 

weather 

and energy companies. Edmond and the Perimeter Center 

are also great for networking and software companies 

and there is a fantastic focus on sensors in Stillwater. The 

value of these communities far exceeds the sum of their 

respective parts.

PHIL MILLER, PRESIDENT OF LONG WAVE, INC.
Long Wave, Inc., recognized three times by Inc. Magazine 

as one of America’s fastest growing privately-owned 

companies, is involved in defense and government 

contracting. It also has commercial clients such as The 

Boeing Company, Rockwell Collins, and AT&T.

I love Oklahoma City and Bricktown (entertainment 

district). I lived in Dallas for many years. We have season 

tickets to several sporting events. My wife enjoys horses, 

so we go to horse shows regularly. Then there are art 

galleries, the ballet, the theatre…basically anything you 

want to do is right here. And you can get anywhere in 15 

minutes! The people here are so friendly. I wasn’t born 

in Oklahoma City, but I got here as quick as I could. The 

quality of life is great.

JAY MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT FOR MARTIN BIONICS
Martin Bionics is a leading prosthetics research and 

development company that specializes in advanced 

technology designed to mimic the human body.

The great thing about Oklahoma City is that it is large 

enough to support and promote new business, but 

is “small” enough to give entrepreneurs an invaluable 

network of scientifi c and business professionals that 

come along side of you and encourage you and support 

you. Many have unknowingly mentored me the past 

several years. It is an outstanding community. The 

support of Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of 

Science and Technology with funding was also a vital 

component of early success and pursuits.

Oklahoma City Entrepreneurs Explored
DAVID BOX, OWNER 
OF BOX TALENT 
AGENCY

CHAD RICHISON, 
CEO OF PAYCOM

MICHAEL MORADI, 
FOUNDER AND 
MANAGING 
DIRECTOR 
OF VENTURE 
DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATES, LLC

JAY MARTIN, VICE 
PRESIDENT OF 
RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT FOR 
MARTIN BIONICS

PHIL MILLER, 
PRESIDENT OF 
LONG WAVE, INC.
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•  Oklahoma City outpaces national economic growth as its Gross 
Metropolitan Product (GMP) grew by 33 percent. See comparative data 
on 1.

•  Nonstop fl ights increase out of Will Rogers World Airport to serve 26 
different cities. See where Oklahoma City is fl ying on page 2.

•  Site Ready Programs are available ensuring that locations are certifi ed 
and have utilities, pre-permits and minimized regulatory issues. Check 
page 2 to see how this new incentive relates to you and your business.

•  The labor force of the Greater Oklahoma City region has a high-quality 
labor force of more than 1.25 million. View the workforce profi le on page 
3.

•  Voters pass a $248.3 million bond package to continue improving 
Oklahoma City Public Schools. Learn about the upcoming developments 
on page 3.

•  Three companies experience economic growth in the Greater 
Oklahoma City regional marketplace. Read about their business 
expansions on page 4.

•  Forbes magazine ranks Oklahoma City as one of the best place in the 
U.S. for conducting business. See the results on page 5.

•  Dr. Jordan Tang of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation has 
made great research strides to treat Alzheimer’s disease. Discovery 
details can be found on page 5.

•  Mayor Mick Cornett honors great local music legends that have made 
an artistic impact both locally and nationally. Learn more on page 6.

•  The Oklahoma River has become a nationally recognized world-class 
sporting venue. Find out why Olympians want to visit on page 6.

•  Local entrepreneurs tell why Oklahoma City is the #1 location choice 
for their business. Read their testimonials on page 7.

WHAT’S INSIDE
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